






























16 E u r o p e a n  J o u r n a l o f  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S c i e n c e

Muder et al.  |  Apple production and apple value chains in Europe

60% of all perennial fruit crops in 2019. Since the 1980s, 
the apple acreage in Switzerland decreases. From 2009 
(4,226 ha) to 2019 (3,736 ha), it decreased by 12%. Due to 
weather and alternation of apple trees, the yearly yield va-
ries. From 2009 to 2019, farmers obtained the highest yield 
in 2009 with 167,000 tons, whereas due to an early bloom 
and following harsh frosts, growers could only harvest 
around 96,500 tons in 2017. Figure 21 illustrates the apple 
acreage and yield between 2009 and 2019 in Switzerland.

Apple producing regions and farm structures
Although apples are cultivated all over Switzerland, three 

regions produce the most apples: Eastern Switzerland (can-
tons of Thurgau, St. Gallen and Graubünden), the canton of 
Valais and the Lake Geneva region (cantons of Geneva and 
Vaud) (Figure 22). On average between 2009 and 2019, far-
mers harvested 39% of the total Swiss apple yield in Eastern 
Switzerland, on 36% of the total acreage. The canton of Valais 
produced 27% of the total yield on 28% of the total acreage. 
The Lake Geneva region had a share of 18% of the total apple 
yield, produced on 16% of the total acreage. Growers produ-
ced the rest (16%) of the total yield on 19% of the total apple 
acreage, scattered in the remaining cantons of Switzerland 
(Bundesamt für Landwirtschaft, 2020; Schweizer Obstver-
band, 2019, 2020). Figure 22 shows the mean apple acreage 
of Swiss cantons from 2009 to 2019. The overall numbers of 
fruit growing farms in Switzerland is decreasing. In 1991, 
around 4,700 farms cultivated fruit on 7,050 ha (Bravin et 
al., 2011). Twenty years later in 2010, only 2,474 farms cul-
tivated fruit on 6,624 ha. The number of farms that produce 

fruit on 0.2 to 10 ha decreased during that time, whereas the 
number and total surface area of farms that cultivate more 
than 10 ha fruit increased. In 2010, only 5% of all fruit gro-
wing farms were larger than 10 ha, however they were cul-
tivating together 37% of the total fruit growing area. Figure 
23 shows the number of fruit farms and total fruit growing 
area in 2010, structured by farm size. Detailed data on apple 
producing farms is temporarily not available.

Important apple varieties and marketing channels
In 2019, the three most important apple varieties by 

acreage in Switzerland were ‘Gala’, ‘Golden Delicious’ and 
‘Braeburn’ (Bundesamt für Landwirtschaft, 2020). The in-
crease in acreage of red-skinned varieties such as ‘Gala’ and 
‘Braeburn’ reflects the market trend in Switzerland (Bravin 
et al., 2011). ‘Golden Delicious’ was the most important vari-
ety by acreage from the beginning of the surveys in 1997 un-
til 2007. In 2008, ‘Gala’ became the main variety by acreage 
grown in Switzerland. Since 2007, ‘Braeburn’ was the third 
most grown variety by acreage. ‘Jonagold’ and ‘Maigold’, two 
golden-skinned varieties, have lost importance since 2000. 
In recent years, club varieties such as ‘Scifresh’ (Jazz®), ‘Mil-
wa’ (Diwa®, Junami®) or ‘Cripps Pink’ (Pink Lady®) gained 
more importance. While these club varieties accounted for
7.9% of the total apple acreage in 2009, the number rose to 
18.6% in 2019.

‘Gala’, the most common variety in Switzerland, mainly 
increased its acreage over the last decade in the regions of 
Eastern Switzerland and the canton of Wallis. ‘Golden Delici-
ous’ lost area in all growing regions equally. In 2019, the up-

FIGURE 22. Apple acreage in Switzerland per canton, average 2009–2019. Source: Bundesamt für Landwirtschaft 
(2020), © EuroGeographics (2018). 

Figure 22. Apple 
acreage in Switzer-
land per canton, ave-
rage 2009–2019. 
Source: Bundesamt 
für Landwirtschaft 
(2020), ©EuroGeo-
graphics (2018).

Figure 18. Number of farms and total fruit growing area in 2010, structured by farm size in Poland. Source: GUS (2019).

Figure 23. Number of farms and total fruit growing area in 2010, structured by farm size. Source: Bravin et al. (2011).
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Figure 23. Number of 
farms and total fruit gro-
wing area in 2010, struc-
tured by farm size. Sour-
ce: Bravin et al. (2011).
















