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Digital information is of increasing interest to farmers and land managers. Scientist do a lot of re-

search providing advice and solutions for farmers. However, these results are too often not ac-

cessible to non-scientists. A severe gap in knowledge transfer was identified for weed control on 

alpine summer pastures. These areas are under pressure of problematic plants reducing the for-

age quality and ecological value of the pastures. Therefore, careful pastures management and 

weed control is a precondition of direct payments to alpine summer farms in order to maintain bi-

odiversity, openness and beauty. Due to its seasonal nature, work on alpine pastures is fre-

quently carried out by external staff without formal training and advisory documents concerning 

pasture management and weed control are scattered in different formats and from different or-

ganisations. Therefore, we set up a project to synthetize existing knowledge and to make this in-

formation easily accessible through online fact sheets and educational videos. 

The videos of around ten minutes duration always featured a farmer and an expert, presenting 

for about half of the time. Combining peer and expert teaching facilitates knowledge transfer to 

the heterogeneous community of alpine staff. For the production, we established a standardized 

procedure: Before creating videos and web content, we gathered all available knowledge and 

elaborated take-home messages. These were discussed in a group of experts (scientists and 

farm advisors) and together with farmers to elaborate a coherent and understandable scenario. 

Special emphasis was placed on adapting pasture management and mechanical intervention ra-

ther than the use of herbicides. The videos were subtitled in German, French, Italian and English, 

and released on YouTube. Alongside the video, detailed information was prepared for release on 

the website www.patura-alpina.ch. As for the videos, a standardized format was established. The 

primary sections were (A) occurrence and distribution of the problematic plant, (B) situation anal-

ysis, (C) regulation measures, (D) adjustment of management, (E) mechanical intervention and 

(F) chemical regulation. After consultation within the editorial team and with additional experts 

and practitioners, the information was published online. 

The website was released in summer 2019 and is freely available in three languages (German, 

French and Italian). In 2023, it contained information about eight plant species groups, commonly 

perceived problematic on alpine pastures: alpine dockweed (Rumex alpinus), white helleborum 

(Veratrum album), rush (Juncus effusus and Juncus inflexus), alpine ragwort (Senecio alpinum), 

bracken (Pteridium aquilinum and Dryopteris filix-mas), dwarf shrubs (Juniperus communis and 

Rhododendron hirsutum), thistles (Cirsium palustre and Cirsium arvense) and green alder (Alnus 

viridis). Since the website was released, the videos were viewed nearly 30 000 times in total. Di-

rect feedback received from farmers and farm advisors was very positive. 

Communicating to farmers by means of video and web contents is a contemporary means of 

knowledge transfer. The standardized participatory procedure involving scientists, extension ser-

vices and farmers, to produce educational videos and web contents has proven to be cost and 

time-efficient. We are convinced that communicating scientific knowledge in an easy-accessible 

and low-threshold way improves the adoption in agricultural practice. 
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