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Technical, administrative and economic challenges faced by European 
agroforestry pioneers: preliminary results from the DigitAF project
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Despite its proven potential, the adoption of agroforestry faces context-dependent challenges, including 

the lack of decision-making tools and barriers hindering the assessment of economic, environmental, and 

to address the unique needs and concerns of diverse stakeholders in the agroforestry landscape. By adop-

ting an end-user-centered, multi-actor approach, the project aims to involve policy actors, practitioners 

on the stakeholder perceptions on technical and administrative challenges 

wants of the various actors regarding agroforestry and digital tools, examining in depth past research and 

The initial distribution of the survey focused on participants of the DigitAF LLs and selected stakeholders 

demand for digital tools for the management of an agroforestry system. These include tools for system de-

sign, tree selection, crop, tree and animal performance and management of agroforestry systems. Also, tools 

in evaluating the carbon neutrality of agroforestry systems. 
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As seen in Figure 1. the survey participants see the main technical problems in implementation of agro-

forestry mainly in knowledge gap among practitioners about tree planting and management and necessity 

of substantial change of farming practices. The participants see the main economic obstacle in the large 

initial investment connected with establishment, but also high management cost in following years. The 

stakeholders also share the fear that and increased number of tress/ha would result in loosing CAP support 

and further administrative burden when implementing agroforestry.

map of agroforestry practitioners and other actors. Also in most LL, the center of gravity of needs and wants 

taking into account that tools must be accessed quick and easy, often without an internet connection.

This work provides great insight into the challenges faced by agroforestry stakeholders. but the initial 

exceptionally interested and knowledgeable about agroforestry. This bias is inherent to the nature of the 

Therefore, the outcomes of this survey should be interpreted accordingly. The next steps of the project are 

to analyze the survey results and, based on these results, to shorten and simplify the survey and distribute 

-

The European Union cannot be held responsible for them.
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