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Paddy rice: A win-win for biodiversity
and agriculture in a cool climate
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Paddy Rice in Switzerland ) Rice cultivation without pesticides

1- Plot preparation
Puddling

2- Transplanting

3- Maintenance
and weeding

Water Management

area increased to 19.5 ha in 12 sites in 2025.
Yield is variable.

L 4- Harvest

Supported as regional biodiversity promotion area
(BPA) 5- Dehusking, drying, polishing and
if the following conditions are met : packaging
<110 kg N/ha fertilizer
-Early flooded ditch of 2m on one
side of the paddy
-Wildflower area of 25% of the
paddy size with additional rock-,
sand-, or branch piles

Bat activity over wetland, corn and rice
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Conclusions: Paddy rice in Switzerland generates a valuable income for farmers and acts as habitat for wetland biodiversity.

* Red listed species profit from paddies

» Adds to the diversification of crops

» Acts as adaptation to climate change

» > Areal alternative on wet arable fields also in cool climates!

Stay tuned for our studies on weed supression, crop rotation, greenhouse gas emmissions and amphibians on Nassreis.Agroscope.ch
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