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Putting food safety on the global agenda:
Establishment of the S M@
UN World Food Safety Day
2015-2018

FERG Symposium,
Amsterdam (NL)
15.12.2015 to create a
WEFSD.

June 2016, Decision by the 39th session
2016 of the FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius
Commission to establish a WFSD.
7.7.2017 40th session of

the FAO Conference
adopted a Resolution
requesting the UN GA to
declare 7th June WFSD.

The FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius
Commission (CAC) was established in 1963.
Awilo Ochieng Pernet, was elected Chairperson & . A
of the CAC in 2014. In 2015, she proposed to o P
establish a WFSD. (The CAC had been in

. &
existence for 52 years). (v D E X

2018 28.12.2018 UN General Assembly
adopted the Resolution
designating 7th June WFSD.




FERG symposium

Global Burden
Koninklijke of Foodborne
Nederlandse jlsea.:-es
Akademie Tom data to actig

5-16 December 2005

van Wetenschappen

Awilo Ochieng Pernet addressing the FERG Symposium, Amsterdam (NL), 15.12.2015



Food safety: A Global Priority

Amsterdam (NL), FERG Symposium, 15.12.2015
Call for the creation of a World Food Safety Day

The Codex Alimentarius Chairperson Mrs Awilo Ochieng Pernet, speaking at the event on Tuesday, called for

"the creation of « World Food Safety Day in order to raise awareness about the importance of food safety among all relevant

stakeholders world-wide."
http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/roster/detail/en/c/359179/
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International Food Standards

Codex Chair calls for creation of World Food Safety Day
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FERG symposium report
Global Burden of
Foodborne diseases
from data to action

15-16 er 201

Stakeholder and other presentations

FERG Symposium Report

Awilo Ochieng Pernet, Chair of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, called for
astablishment of 2 World Food Safety Day - to raise the profile of food safety, She

suggested that representatives from the four pi
session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission

ot country studies present at the 3%t

n Rome, Juns 2016
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From this year, 7 June will be the “World Food Safety Day”. The aim is to
raise awareness of the importance of food safety in order to protect
consumer health. Der 7. Juni ist seit 2019 der «Internationale Tag der Lebensmittelsicherheits,
Ziel ist es, starker dafiir zu ibilisi welche Bed: g der
) ) ) Lebensmittelsicherheit beim Schutz der dheit der K
The 73rd session of the United Nations General und Konsumenten zukommt.
Assembly in New York has adopted a resolution
declaring 7 June World Food Safety Day (£ every . .
yoar. Die 73. Generalversammlung der Vereinten
Nationen in New York hat eine Resolution
This decision is the result of the initiative launched verabschiedet, mit der der 7. Juni zum jahrlichen
by Awilo Ochieng Pernet in 2015 when she was «Internationalen Tag der Lebensmittelsicherheit»
Chairperson of the Codex Ali tarius C (CAQ), foll d by (World Food Safety Day () erklart wird.
mtensw.ve rrego!lallons vrvn'hm th.e CAC, the Food and Agriculture Diesem Entscheid ging eine 2015 von der damaligen
g"g""'“:"’” ;L:‘;)Uz':d :“"’"’ (::‘o" and ""’ V:f’"d‘:“"" - . Présidentin der Codex-Alimentarius-Kommission (CAC) Awilo Ochieng Pernet
rganization - Costa Rica was the country leading the negotiations on S b FSVO W b t lancierte Initiative voraus. Es folgten intensive Verhandlungen innerhalb der
s dciion. L0urce: epbsite : o hendhngen n
CAC, der Ernahrungs- und Landwirtschaftsarganisation der Vereinten
Th f f f d Nationen (FAQ) und der Weltgesundheitsorganisation (WHO). Den Lead der
e consequences OT unsare Too W rld F d S f tv D v Verhandlungen zu diesem Entscheid (ibernahm Costa Rica.
(0) (0] 0) arety bay
Accessed on 29.05.2026
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< Coopérations

Journée internationale de la
sécurité sanitaire des aliments

Institutions internationales

Dés 2019, le 7 juin sera la « Journée internationale de la sécurité sanitaire
des aliments ». L'objectif est de renforcer la sensibilisation a I''mportance de
la sécurité sanitaire des aliments afin de protéger la santé des

consommateurs.

La 73me session de 'Assemblée générale des
Nations Unies & New York a adopté une résolution
proclamant le 7 juin de chaque année « Journée
internationale de la sécurité sanitaire des aliments »
(World Food Safety Day ().

v

Cette décision est I'aboutissement de l'initiative
lancée en 2015 par Awilo Ochieng Pernet pendant sa présidence de la
Commission du Codex Alimentarius (CAC) suivie d'intenses négociations au
sein de la CAC, de I'Organisation des Nations Unies pour l'alimentation et
I'agriculture (FAQ) et de I'Organisation mondiale de |a santé (OMS), Le Costa
Rica a été le chef de fils des néaaciations aui ont abouti & cette décision

USAV >

€ Cooperazione

Istituzieni internazionali

Alimenti e nutrizione | Oggettid'uso  Animali | Importazione ed Prodotti fitosanitari | L'USAV
esportazione

L'USAV > Cooperazione » Istituzioniinternazionali > Giornata mondiale della sicurezza alimentare

Giornata mondiale della sicurezza
alimentare

Dal 2019, il 7 giugno si celebrera |

diale della si
alimentares. L'obi I

& quello di accr la P

dell'importanza della sicurezza alimentare per proteggere la salute dei

consumatori.
La 73° sessione dell’Assemblea generale delle
Nazioni Unite, tenutasi a New York, ha adottato una
risoluzione che dichiara il 7 giugno la «Giornata
mondiale della sicurezza alimentares (World Food
Safety Day ().

Questa decisione & il risultato dell'iniziativa lanciata

nel 2015 da Awilo Ochieng Pernet durante la sua presidenza alla
Commissione del Codex Alimentarius (CAC) seguita da intensi negoziati a
livello di CAC, dell'Organizzazione delle Nazioni Unite per I'alimentazione &
I'agricoltura (FAQ) e dell'Organizzazione mondiale della sanita (OMS). Il
Costa Rica & stato il paese alla guida dei negoziati che hanno portato a


https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/das-blv/kooperationen/internationale-institutionen/world-food-safety-day.html
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WFSD Homepage

Theme and Slogan

Communications materials

Food Safety leaflets

How to participate

Poster Competitian

Events How the proposal came about

s It all started at the FERG - the Symposium on the Global burden of Food borne disesses - in Amsterdam on 15 December 2015, when then Codex

Background Alimentarius Commission Chairperson Awilo Cchieng Permet of Switzerland suggested the need for a World Food Safety Day. During her tenure as
‘Chairperson, the idea became & concrete proposal set forth by Costa Rica. In 2016, the 3%th == n of the Codex Alimentarius Commission
unanimously agreed to promote the proposal to establish a World Food Ssfety Day on a permanent basis within the framework of the United
Mations.

The 40th Session of the FAD Conference in July 2017 adopted a resolution in suppart of 8 World Food Safety Day and the World Heslth Organization
expressed their support in December 2017,

The UN proclaims World Food Safety Day!
201202018 The proposal was then unveiled in New York at the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development at a July 2018 side event featuring Codes
Members, Observers, parent organizations and the current and previous Commission Chairpersons.

Today the United Nations General Assembly adopted = resolution proclaiming = World Food Safety Day. Starting in 2018, every 7 June will be s time

10 celebrate the myriad bensfits of saf= food. 2 2 %
The Twitter video campaign

“World Food Safety Day will be a chance for everyone to take & moment to think about something we often take for granted: food safety’, said Codex
Secretary Tom Heilandt. “Thanks to the widespresd efforts of Codex Membars and Observers, the international community will spaak with one voice The Codex community took part in a video campaign on Twi
an 7June to promote awareness and inspire actions for sfer food”, he said.

tzer, led by the Codex Secretariat from 17 September until 20 December 2018. Codex
Members, Observer organizations and the general public joined in to express their support for creating 3 UM day dedicated to food safety: owver 100

Unsafe food is a threat to human heslth snd economies. dispropartionslly affecting vulnerable and marginalized people. espedially women and replies, including videos, photos and messages were received in the sbove-mentioned pericd for 3 total of over one million interactions.
children, populations sffected by conflict and migrants. It slso damages global trade leading to further food waste, which can no longer be tolerated

in 3 world where many still suffer from hunger. The new annual observance, established thanks to concerted efforts led by Costa Rica, will draw

atrention and direct efforts to stopping the roughly 600 million cases of foodborne ilinesses that ocour annually.

See the World Food Safety Day section on the Codex Alimentarius website

Read more sbout the LR

slendar

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/world-food-safety-day-2025/wfsd-news/news-
details/en/c/1175473/ Accessed on 02.06.2026
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Unit_ed World Food Safety Day
Nations | 7June

Gaza

Background

The road to World Food Safety Day

On 3 August 2020, the Werld Hesith Assermibly passsd 8 resebution WHAT3 S 16 recagriize Wierld Food Ssfiety Day a5 an
enpartan milestone and a platfer for rising ssereness st sl leveds about the imperance of food safuty, and for promating
and facilitating sctions % prevem focdborne diseases at local national, regicns] snd global levels o strengthen globasl effors
o Festoed m=sfisty by s thes burden of foodbame disease.

On 20 Decermber 2018 the United Nations Gereral Assembly adopted resalution 73/250 procl
As of 2018, every 7 June is 3 time 10 celebrate the myrisd benefits of safe food.

g & Warkd Food Safity Day.

A propeesl to establish a Werkd Food Safety Day went before the Second Committes of the Trd sessian of the United Naticns
General Aszemnbily. Fallowing their October/Novernbes 2018 discussion, it was approved and went before the General
Assembly for final adoption.

Costa Rica announced ther i

it b Bring a sescitetion b the Second Co
et the Lited Nation

e o the General Assembly during 2

= in Mew York on 12 July 2016

m July 2017 adapted a resobution in support of a Workd Food Safiety Day and the

ed their support in December 2017,

The Codex Alimerarius Commission at its 39th session, held in 20106, unanimously agresd 1o promote a propasal o proclaim
a World Food Safety Day on a permanent ba:

vithir the framework of the United Nations.

Food Safety and the United Mations

Food safe is a complex proos: tarts on the famn and ends with the consumen. All stages of the food chan,

arvest and storsge 1o preparation and consumption, must be considered. The i :
tion of Unined Mations (FY0) is the anly intermational ornganization overseeing food safety along all aspects of the
foad chan.

Theeugh = langetarding parnership, FAQ snd the Werd Health Quganizstion (WHC) supnoet giabal food ssfety nd pratect
consurmens’ hesith. FAD sddres ses food safisty e shkang the food chan durng production snd processing, while WHO
typically oversses refationships with the public health sscar. Saleguarding foed, so that it is safe o eat dossnt
purchase, Seugh. At bome, comsurmens have s part b play in making sure that what they s remsns sie.

Food Safety and Sustainable Development
Goals

Food safety i by (o achieving several o

3y the spatlight, bo help prevent, detect

and manage faodborne risks, Safe food con

SOUNCATIC prospesi
s, toursm and sus

ainabile devsopiment.

) 2 — There is no foad secuity without foad
safity. Ending hurger is sbout all peaple having
ta safe, nutritious and suficient food =
year sound.

access

Gual 3 — Food safiety has a direct impact an
peapies heahth and nutritars) ntake. Foodborne
diseases are preventable,

hen countries strengthen their

requistory, scientific and technulogical capacities
10 ensune that Food is safe and of the expected
quality throughaut the facd chain, they moe
towards mare sustainable patierns of food

producti

1 and consumption.

Goal 17 — A globalized world with annual food
exparts currently in excess of USD 1.6 trilion and

complex food systems deman ntemational

cuaperation scrass sectors 1o ensure food is safe
Foad safety is 3 shared respo

ity amang
guvemnments, food industries, producers and

Consumers.

World Food Safety Day - Background | United Nations
Accessed on 29.05.2026
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Costa Rica was very instrumentalin LWV SV 0 =%

the realisation of the WFSD initiative.
Costa Rica’s commitment, leadership
and engagement were outstanding. oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Our sincere and heartfelt gratitude to higymints Session
Costa Rica. FAQ Headquarters,

263. The Commission welcomed and supported the proposal for the
establishment of a World Food Safety Day on a permanent basis as
suggested by the Chairperson of the Commission, Mrs Awilo Ochieng
Pernet, in December 2015 and re-proposed by Costa Rica at the
current Session. The Commission noted that the establishment of such a
day would require the proposal by Codex Members for the decision of the
FAO Conference and WHA as well as a decision at UN headquarter level
with an estimated timeframe of three years.

Source: Report of the 39" Session of the CAC, Paragraph 263
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2017

On 7.7.2017, the 40" Session of the FAO

Conference (Rome), adopted a Resolution

requesting the United Nations General Assembly

in New York to declare 7" June, World Food Safety

Day.
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CONFERENCE

Fortieth Session

Rome, 3-8 July 2017

Observance of a World Food Safety Day
(Draft Resolution)

Executive Summary

The Government of the Republic of Costa Rica. at the 70 World Health Assembly. held in Geneva

22-31 May 2017). referring to a decision of the 39% Session of the Codex Alimentarius Conunission
(July 2016) to propose the establishment of a World Food Safety Day. highlighted the importance of
ensuring food safety.

Extracts from the 39" Session of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme of the
Codex Alimentarius Commission, FAO, Rome, 27 June - 1 July 2016

E

259. The Commission discussed two proposals from Costa Rica aimed at promoting the work of
Codex:

* The establishment of a recurrent "World Food Safety Day": [...]

263. The Commission welcomed and supported the proposal for the establishment of a World Food
Safety Day on a permanent basis as suggested by the Chairperson of the Commission, Mrs Awilo
Ochieng Pernet, in December 2015 and re-proposed by Costa Rica at the current Session. The
Commission noted that the establishment of such a day would require the proposal by Codex
Members for the decision of the FAO Conference and WHA. as well as a decision at UN headquarter
level with an estimated timeframe of three years.

Suggested action by the Conference

The Conterence may wish to approve the draft resolution in Annex and to request the
Director-General to transmit it to the Secretary-General of the United Nations with a view to having
the General Assembly of the United Nations consider. at its next session. declaring 7 June as

World Food Safety Day.




2018

On 20.12.2018, the 73"d Session of the United
Nations General Assembly in New York (USA)

adopted a Resolution designhating

7" June, World Food Safety Day.




United Nations A/RE S/73/250

(?, \"% Gellel'al Assembly Distr.: General
% ‘\/’ 11 January 2019
5

Seventy-third session
Agenda item 26

Resolution adopted by the General Assembly
on 20 December 2018

[on the report of the Second Committee (4/73/544)]

73/250. World Food Safety Day

l.  Decides to designate 7 June as World Food Safety Day:

Text of the Resolution is available at https://undocs.org/A/RES/73/250



https://undocs.org/A/RES/73/250

2019
The Inaugural World Food Safety Day was

celebrated all over the world on 7t June 2019.

7 June 2019
World Food Food safety,

Safety Day

v

#WORLDFOODSAFETYDAY
wwwwww . g workl-Tnod-safety-day
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Francois Pythoud @FrancoisPyt... - 3h
1st #WorldFoodSafetyDay celebration at
@FAQ. Time to remember the key role
played by E #AwiloOchieng former
@FAOWHOCodex chair in launching this
initiative to raise global awareness on the
importance of #foodsafety for
#sustainableFoodSystems
@BLV_OSAV_USAV @WHO @GlobalSCP
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Reasons for choosing the nhumber 7 for the

celebration of the World Food Safety Day



Every day should be a World Food Safety Day!

TAD Food and Agriculture
iy f':' Organization of the
1+ United Nations

Awilo Ochieng Pernet,
Codex Vice-Chairperson and
Chairperson, 20m1-2017
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