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Food safety in a 
complex global food environment
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Putting food safety on the global agenda: 
Establishment of the
UN World Food Safety Day
2015-2018

Proposal by 
Awilo Ochieng Pernet, 
FERG Symposium, 
Amsterdam (NL) 
15.12.2015 to create a 
WFSD.

June 2016, Decision by the 39th session 
of the FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius 
Commission to establish a WFSD.

7.7.2017 40th session of 
the  FAO Conference 
adopted a Resolution 
requesting the UN GA to 
declare 7th June WFSD.

28.12.2018 UN General Assembly 
adopted the Resolution 
designating 7th June WFSD.

The FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius 
Commission (CAC) was established in 1963. 
Awilo Ochieng Pernet, was elected Chairperson 
of the CAC in 2014. In 2015, she  proposed to 
establish a WFSD. (The CAC had been in 
existence for 52 years).



Awilo Ochieng Pernet addressing the FERG Symposium, Amsterdam (NL), 15.12.2015



Food safety: A Global Priority
Amsterdam (NL), FERG Symposium, 15.12.2015
Call for the creation of a World Food Safety Day

http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/roster/detail/en/c/359179/
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FERG Symposium Report

https://www.rivm.nl/dsresource?objectid=94e05aaa-8964-4cfb-b1eb-a1db2b4bea2e&type=org&disposition=inline


Source: FSVO Website 
World Food Safety Day
Accessed on 29.05.2026

https://www.blv.admin.ch/blv/en/home/das-blv/kooperationen/internationale-institutionen/world-food-safety-day.html


https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/world-food-safety-day-2025/wfsd-news/news-
details/en/c/1175473/  Accessed on 02.06.2026
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World Food Safety Day - Background | United Nations

Accessed on 29.05.2026
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263. The Commission welcomed and supported the proposal for the 
establishment of a World Food Safety Day on a permanent basis as 
suggested by the Chairperson of the Commission, Mrs Awilo Ochieng 
Pernet, in December 2015 and re-proposed by Costa Rica at the 
current Session. The Commission noted that the establishment of such a 
day would require the proposal by Codex Members for the decision of the 
FAO Conference and WHA as well as a decision at UN headquarter level 
with an estimated timeframe of three years. 
Source: Report of the 39th Session of the CAC, Paragraph 263

2016Costa Rica was very instrumental in 
the realisation of the WFSD initiative. 
Costa Rica’s commitment, leadership 
and engagement were outstanding.
Our sincere and heartfelt gratitude to 
Costa Rica.

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FMeetings%252FCX-701-39%252FREPORT%252FREP16_CACe.pdf
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2017

On 7.7.2017, the 40th Session of the FAO 

Conference (Rome), adopted a Resolution 

requesting the United Nations General Assembly 

in New York to declare 7th June, World Food Safety 

Day.





2018

On 20.12.2018, the 73rd Session of the United 

Nations General Assembly in New York (USA) 

adopted a Resolution designating 

7th June, World Food Safety Day.



Text of the Resolution is available at https://undocs.org/A/RES/73/250

https://undocs.org/A/RES/73/250


2019
The Inaugural World Food Safety Day was 

celebrated all over the world on 7th June 2019.



http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/news-and-events/news-details/en/c/1197349/
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Reasons for choosing the number 7 for the 

celebration of the World Food Safety Day



Every day should be a World Food Safety Day!
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